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Authentische Podcasts von Listenwise 
 
Der Digitale Unterrichtsassistent zu Green Line Oberstufe enthält authentische, ca. 3-8-minütige Podcasts von Listenwise, die thematisch auf die Kapitel des 
Schulbuchs abgestimmt sind. Zusätzlich werden in der Rubrik Current Events tagesaktuelle Podcasts angeboten. 
Die Lehrkraft stellt die Podcasts der Klasse über einen Link zur Verfügung. Zum besseren Verständnis können die Schülerinnen und Schüler zwischen zwei 
Abspielgeschwindigkeiten wählen sowie das Transkript mitlesen. Durch Klick auf das jeweilige Wort im Transkript lässt sich im Audio nach Belieben vor und 
zurück springen. Der Lehrkraft stehen außerdem passende Hörverstehensaufgaben und Diskussionsfragen zur Verfügung. 
Im Folgenden finden Sie eine Übersicht der angebotenen Podcasts.  
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 Titel des Podcasts Inhaltsbeschreibung 

Identity in a diverse 
world 

American Muslims Running 
for Office 

According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, the number of hate groups has jumped from 30 to over 100 in the last 
year, with many new anti-Muslim groups. Now, some Muslim Americans are running for elected office in order to fight 
back against Islamophobia. Although these candidates face strong resistance, non-profit organizations, such as Jetpac 
and New American Leaders Project, are supporting their campaigns and training them on how to respond to anti-Muslim 
rhetoric. Listen to learn more about the rise in anti-Muslim hate groups and how some Muslim-Americans are turning to 
politics to push back. 

Indian American Teen 
Podcasts About Her Cultural 
Identity 

Kriti Sarav, a 16-year-old from Chicago, won the high school prize for NPR's Student Podcast Challenge in 2021. Her 
winning podcast, which she created all by herself, discusses her life growing up Indian American. She recalls some of the 
many messages she has received that she is different and explains their impact on her over time. Listen to hear Sarav tell 
her story and find out how she helps herself and others feel proud and strong. 

Reconsidering the “Hispanic” 
Label 

National Hispanic Heritage Month is a time to celebrate the histories, cultures, and contributions of Americans with origins 
in countries once under Spanish influence. The term “Hispanic” was added to the U.S. census to identify members of a 
diverse group of people with common interests. However, some people feel the term is problematic because of its 
connection to Spanish colonialism. Many prefer the term “Latino,” while others like to be identified by their national 
heritage. Listen to hear a journalist explain various preferences for naming ethnic identity and what they mean to people. 
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 Remembering Maya 
Angelou: Poet, Author, and 
Civil Rights Activist 

Maya Angelou, celebrated poet, writer of I know Why the Caged Bird Sings, and Civil Rights Activist, passed away at the 
age of 86. She was a celebrity and an iconic figure in the African-American community. Listen to this radio story with your 
students to learn the extent of her impact. 

Superheroes Highlight 
Diverse Sexual Identities 

A majority of comic superheroes are straight, white males, but that has started to change. DC Comics recently announced 
that Jonathan Kent, son of Clark Kent and inheritor of his father’s mission, would come out as bisexual in “Superman: Son 
Of Kal-El.” While the timing of the announcement could be regarded as a marketing ploy, the move to broaden inclusive 
representation is significant for many. Listen to hear a pop culture reporter discuss this revelation and what it might mean 
for superhero comics and movies and their audiences.  

Choices in work and 
society 

A Safe Place for Homeless 
Teens 

Homelessness is increasing in the U.S., and those impacted include children, teens, and young adults. A steering 
committee of high school students in Dallas, many of whom have experienced homelessness themselves, helped design 
the Fannie C. Harris Youth Center, a shelter for kids who are experiencing homelessness on their own. There are many 
reasons why young people may leave their families, and this center is equipped to meet their unique needs against the 
backdrop of inspiring decor and thoughtfully designed programming. Listen to hear more about the center and how it is 
addressing the needs of students who are experiencing homelessness. 

Debate: Is College for 
Everyone? 

A rising number of young people are opting to attend trade schools over college. College graduates are likely to earn 
higher salaries, on average, than those who do not graduate from college, and to have jobs with benefits and security. For 
many, a college education provides a broad base of knowledge that is useful over a lifetime. Demand for workers in 
construction, car mechanics, and other trades, is rising, however, and people with these skills may earn as much or more 
than college graduates. For those who like active, hands-on work, trade school may offer a more appealing path. Listen to 
learn about the boom in skilled trade programs and then debate: Is college for everyone? 

Debate: Should Community 
College Be Free? 

President Biden wants to make community college free. He has proposed providing enough federal funding so state 
community colleges can stop collecting tuition from students, with states increasing their share of the bill over several 
years. Advocates applaud the plan for its promise to give low-income Americans and other disadvantaged groups a better 
chance to succeed. Opponents note that funding sources for community college are already available in many parts of the 
country, and states may not embrace the idea. Listen to learn more about the controversy over federally funded higher 
education and then debate: Should community college be free?  

Debate: Should the 
Workweek Be Only Four 
Days? 

The standard 40-hour workweek was established in the 1930s, and some are suggesting that today’s workers should 
spend fewer hours on the job. They say technology like wifi and laptops help people get more done in less time, and 
pursuing interests outside of work prevents burnout. Business leaders worry, however, that less time in the office would 
result in decreased productivity. Listen to learn what researchers found when workers in Iceland put in fewer hours for the 
same pay and then debate: Should the workweek be only four days?  

How Machines Changed 
Production 

The Industrial Revolution changed forever both the way goods are made and the lives of the workers who make them. In 
the early years, workers did not like the changes. They challenged the factory owners, sometimes violently destroying the 
machinery that was transforming their lives. These protesters were called Luddites. Listen to learn about how these 
protestors tried to keep their world from changing.  
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Workers Organize for Better 
Conditions 

Recently a group of more than a thousand produce market workers in New York went on strike for higher wages. Banding 
together and organizing into labor unions can give workers more power to advocate for their rights. Especially during the 
pandemic, when providing essential services often means risking their own health, more workers are joining with others to 
demand the pay and working conditions they feel they deserve. Listen to learn more about why workers are organizing 
and what gives them more, or less, bargaining power.  

The media Debate: Should Facebook 
and Twitter Be Required to 
Protect Us? 

Top executives from Facebook and Twitter recently met with Congressional committees about their roles in stopping 
interference in American elections by international powers such as Russia and Iran. Signs indicate that such interference 
remains a significant problem heading into the upcoming elections, and major social networks report that they are making 
efforts to address the issue. Listen to learn about what the networks are doing and debate: Should Facebook and Twitter 
be required to protect us? 

Debate: Should Police Have 
Access to School 
Surveillance Cameras? 

In Springfield, Massachusetts, police have been given access to surveillance camera footage taken inside and outside of 
public school buildings, causing controversy in the community. School officials say the cameras will make schools safer 
by allowing police to respond quickly to emergencies. Opponents say that police could misinterpret student behavior, 
however, and unfairly target Black and brown students. Listen to hear school officials and community members express 
their views and then debate: Should police have access to school surveillance cameras? 

Debate: Should Political Ads 
Be Allowed on Social Media? 

Social media platforms like Twitter and Facebook disagree on what to do with political ads. Twitter recently banned all 
political advertising, saying it could not fact-check the claims made by politicians and did not want to spread 
misinformation. But defining what counts as a political ad is tricky. Facebook continues to run political ads without fact-
checking them, citing free speech. Critics claim that political ads on social media can be particularly misleading. Listen to 
hear an expert discuss these issues and then debate: Should political ads be allowed on social media? 

Debate: Should Social Media 
Platforms Restrict Free 
Speech? 

Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk is buying Twitter, and he has pledged to make some changes. Musk says he will 
loosen the rules restricting free speech on the social media platform. Supporters of his plan argue that the First 
Amendment protects all types of speech, even when it’s hateful. They believe that unrestricted free speech is key to a 
healthy democracy. Opponents say that unfettered free speech on social media contributes to misinformation, allows 
dangerous bullying, and promotes deeper divisions among Americans. Listen to learn more about Musk’s future plans and 
then debate: Should social media platforms restrict free speech? 

Facebook Hires Fact 
Checkers for Fake News 

Fake news spreads quickly across the Internet resulting in fictional stories shared by millions of people. Facebook, one of 
the largest social media networks, is trying to combat fake news by hiring journalists to uncover false stories shared 
across its platform. One person hired to fact-check flagged posts spends her days filing reports that debunk stories shared 
across Facebook. However, the communication between Facebook and the journalists lacks transparency and journalists 
are asking for more help. Listen to learn about what is needed to combat fake news. 

International Border Disputes Google Maps is playing an unexpected role in modern-day disputes over borders, or so called "border wars." In 2010, 
Nicaragua claimed the Costa Rican island of Isla Calero and defended its actions by pointing out that Google Maps 
showed the island as Nicaraguan. A year later, the Netherlands complained that Google Maps gave land claimed by the 
Netherlands around the Ems River to Germany. Google says its Maps tool is only for “entertainment purposes”, and 
should not be used to make “territorial, political, or military decisions.” This public radio story explores how satellite 
mapping has changed border disputes. 
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Tradition and change 
in the UK 

Britain Leaves the European 
Union 

The United Kingdom (UK), which includes England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, has officially left the European 
Union (EU), a partnership of 28 countries promoting peace and economic cooperation. Since the vote to exit the EU in 
2016, known as “Brexit,” British leaders and citizens have struggled to determine what the move will mean for their 
economy and way of life, including the freedom to work and travel easily throughout Europe. Listen to hear what Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson says about Brexit now that it has finally happened, and why Brits across the country are reacting 
with glee, dismay, and calls for action. 

Racism and British Royalty In a recent television interview, Prince Harry, grandson of Queen Elizabeth of England, and his wife, Meghan Markle, 
aired their grievances against the British royal family. The couple spoke publicly for the first time since stepping back from 
their royal duties a year ago. Meghan, who is biracial, objected to what she felt were racist comments from family 
members as well as the palace’s insensitivity to her mental health needs. Listen to hear more about the young couple’s 
disappointment with Buckingham Palace and why they chose to leave the royal life behind.  

The Englishes Fluency in Second Language 
Recognized in Diploma 

Some high schools give special recognition to students who can speak and read in two languages. At graduation, these 
students receive a bi-literacy seal on their diplomas that recognizes not only test scores but also the value of learning two 
languages. This distinction shows appreciation for cultural perspectives and celebrates diversity, along with making these 
students ready to succeed in a global environment. Listen to learn more about this new movement to honor fluency in a 
second language. 

Nigerian Author Chinua 
Achebe 

Nigerian author Chinua Achebe published the novel "Things Fall Apart" in 1958. His story of a Nigerian man whose village 
and culture are overtaken by British colonial forces in the 1890s sold millions of copies and was translated into 50 
languages. The novel was one of the first bestsellers written by an African author as African nations gained independence 
from European rulers. It was also one of the first works to tell the story of colonialism from an African perspective. Listen 
to this radio story to hear about the author’s lasting influence on writers and literature.  

Saving the Hawaiian 
Language 

Hawaiian is a Polynesian language that has been spoken for centuries in the volcanic islands of Hawaii. The indigenous 
Pacific Islanders living in Hawaii were prevented from speaking Hawaiian after the U.S. takeover in the late 1800s. By the 
1970s, only about 50 people under the age of 18 still knew how to speak the native Hawaiian language. In recent years, 
Hawaiian people concerned about losing their language and its cultural value have led a movement to revive the 
language among younger generations. Listen to this story to hear about a Hawaiian language immersion school where 
parents are learning along with their children in the hope of reconnecting with and preserving an important part of their 
culture.  

Slang Through The Ages From accents to slang to dialect, people who speak English do not always sound the same. The way people speak 
reflects a lot of different factors in their lives including region, race, class and education. Some slang is reflective of an 
era. The word “groovy” will forever be linked to hippies, while other pronunciations reflect a longer history of language, 
colonization and power. Listen to learn how the pronunciation of the word “ask” has changed over time, and how the black 
community uses code-switching to adapt to their surroundings. 

The Unsuccessful Quest For 
A Universal Language 

In the 17th century, people were determined to overcome communications barriers between the people of the world by 
creating a universal language. Sir Isaac Newton is known for discovering gravity, but he was also the creator of the 
“Newtonian” language. The language Newton created was never successful. The language of Esperanto was created in 
the 1960 but also never caught on. Listen to learn more about invented languages and why they never became universal. 
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The US – then and 
now 

Black Lawmaker Experiences 
Racism 

A black state representative from Oregon was going door-to-door to speak with the voters she represents in her district 
when one of the neighborhood residents called the police. The resident thought the state representative was suspicious 
for knocking on doors, likely because of her race. Listen to find out how the state representative responded to the police 
and hear what she thinks can be done to make situations like these better in the future. 

 Debate: Is Pluralism Still an 
American Ideal? 

The motto of the United States of America, “E Pluribus Unum,” meaning “Out of Many, One,” represents an ideal as old as 
the nation. A recent study investigated how people currently feel about living in a pluralistic society, side-by-side with 
those who are different from them. The study found that large numbers of Americans reported having little contact with 
people of different religions, races, or political beliefs. Listen to a reporter involved in the study discuss the poll results and 
then debate: Is pluralism still an American ideal? 

First Openly Transgender 
Federal Official Appointed 

Dr. Rachel Levine has become the first openly transgender U.S. federal official. She was confirmed as assistant secretary 
of health around the same time that many states were passing restrictive laws targeting transgender youth. She hopes her 
position will help educate Americans, and dispel any fears they may have, about LGBTQ people. Listen to an interview 
with Dr. Levine to learn about the challenges trans people face and how her appointment could help change attitudes. 

History of Our Two-Party 
System 

The two-party system has been part of American politics for a long time, but the Democratic and Republican parties 
weren’t always the two main parties. The Federalist party was the party of John Adams. And other third parties have been 
popular over the course of American history. This audio story explores the history of Democrats and Republicans and why 
they are the main political parties in America. Listen to learn how it has changed since the founding of the country. 

The Extraordinary Life of Ida 
B. Wells 

Ida B. Wells played an important role in the history of civil rights. She came of age during a time when the injustices of the 
Jim Crow system were becoming entrenched in American life. Despite this, she was a tireless crusader for the political 
and social rights of African Americans and women, lending her voice and her pen to a range of issues that included the 
anti-lynching campaign and women’s suffrage. Listen to learn about the life of Ida B. Wells and her journey from the 
daughter of enslaved people to civil rights activism.  

International relations Free Speech Limited in Hong 
Kong 

After many years of British rule, Hong Kong, a peninsula and islands jutting out from China’s southern coast, was returned 
to China in 1997. The Chinese government agreed that for the next 50 years, the residents of Hong Kong could continue 
to embrace capitalism and enjoy democratic freedoms, a sharp contrast to repressive conditions in mainland China. 
Recently, though, the Chinese government reversed its promises and began to restrict the legal rights of Hong Kong 
citizens, prompting protests and, in response, a government crackdown. Listen to a reporter describe how Chinese 
authorities have repressed basic freedoms in Hong Kong and transformed the daily lives of its residents. 

Ping-Pong Diplomacy 50 
Years Later 

The U.S. and China have a long history of mistrust and competition. In 1971, though, an unusual situation helped thaw 
this chilly relationship. At the invitation of China’s communist leader, Mao Zedong, the U.S. Olympic table tennis team 
visited China for a 10-day tour and tournament. The widely publicized visit sparked a process that eventually allowed 
President Richard Nixon to accomplish one of his top priorities – opening dialogue with China. Listen to learn how Ping-
Pong Diplomacy influenced the relationship between the U.S. and China and where that relationship stands 50 years 
later. 

India India Removes Special 
Status for Kashmir 

India and Pakistan have been arguing for decades over control of the Muslim-majority Himalayan state of Jammu and 
Kashmir. Since 1947, the state has officially been a part of India with special status. However, recently, the Prime Minister 
of India took this special status away by presidential decree. Many Muslim Kashmiris are very upset about this decision 
and how it was made, but others consider it a positive development. Listen to learn more about the conflict surrounding 
this change. 
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Caste System in Modern Day 
India 

The Caste systems plays a major role in Indian society. It a system that divides people into categories, giving privileges to 
higher castes and denying them for lower castes. The family you are born into can determine your job, where you live, 
and whom you marry. Even after discrimination based on the caste system was banned in the 1950s, it has certainly not 
been forgotten. One woman born into the untouchable caste, the lowest caste in Indian society, moved to America and 
became a subway conductor in New York. Listen to her story of discrimination and how the caste system still follows her.  

Holi, a Festival of Colors Holi, a traditional festival of Spring in India, is celebrated with water balloons, water fights, and of course, tons of different, 
bright colors. Now, the festivals are large attractions at universities across America. 

India-Pakistan Relations The rivalry between India and Pakistan dates back to the partition of the former British colony in 1947. Lines were drawn 
along religious lines. Pakistan was a region for Muslims and India a region for Hindus. More than 60 years later the 
relationship remains tense. Listen to hear a story about partition from the perspective of India and learn about recent 
events in India that have intensified the rivalry. This piece, told from the viewpoint of India, is a companion piece to the 
audio story at the heart of the lesson Trouble between India and Pakistan Dates Back to Partition which focuses on 
partition and the Pakistani perspective.  

Teenager Cycles Across 
India to Take Her Father 
Home 

A teen in India has become a celebrity after bicycling across the country carrying her dad. Fifteen-year-old Djoti made the 
trip when she and her father found themselves close to starvation and desperate to return to their home village. Djoti rode 
roughly 100 miles a day on a bicycle with no gears. Listen to hear the young athlete describe how she felt during the long 
journey, and learn how sports officials responded to her incredible feat. 

Nigeria Islamist Militants in Nigeria Islamic extremists in the Middle East and France have dominated the news. But they’ve also attacked innocent civilians in 
Nigeria. A group known as Boko Haram kidnapped young school girls in April of last year. Most recently they appear to be 
behind brutal attacks and killings in the lawless north of Nigeria. The Nigerian government seems powerless to stop their 
attacks. What is Boko Haram and are they connected with other Islamic militant groups? Share this story with students to 
help them understand this growing threat. 

Canada and New 
Zealand 

Fires Burning in the Cold 
Arctic 

The Arctic may seem like an unlikely place for fires, but every year wildfires burn millions of acres of forest in Alaska, 
northern Canada, and Siberia. This century, the blazes have grown bigger, hotter, and more frequent, causing health 
problems for local residents and releasing harmful greenhouse gases into the environment. Listen to hear a climate 
scientist describe the effects of wildfires in the Arctic and how the global community can respond. 

Global challenges Debate: Is Development or 
Clean Air More Important? 

New Delhi, India has some of the the most polluted air in the world. Levels of pollution reached hazardous levels many 
days of the year. For the people of New Delhi, this has meant an increase in health problems such as asthma and other 
sicknesses. As India’s growth continues, it consumes more energy, which creates pollution. What is the right balance 
between economic growth and the health threats of pollution produced by all this growth? Listen to this story and then 
debate: Is development or clean air more important? 

Rising Oceans Put Island 
Nations in Peril 

As the ocean rises, some island nations might disappear and the coastlines change. This is critical for some island 
nations that are at risk of slipping under water as sea levels rise. Political, economic, and personal consequences are 
factors in how the climate problems in these nations are dealt with. Listen to learn what can be done to prevent these 
catastrophic changes in our geography. 
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 The Cheapest Place to Make 
a T-Shirt 

Making a T-shirt takes a lot of time, but it can be made cheaply. The origins of your T-shirts probably come from 
Mississippi, where cotton is grown, and the shirts were probably spun in Indonesia. In this story, reporters track the 
assembly of a T-shirt to Bangladesh and try to understand why that Asian country is currently “the cheapest place in the 
world to make a T-shirt.” Bangladesh has established a specialization in garment production, and Bangladeshi garment 
factories further specialize in the production of cotton garments. Listen to the story to learn how these factories manage to 
undercut the prices of their competitors in other major garment producing countries and what the future may hold in store 
for them.  

The Last Baseball Glove 
Factory in America 

In a small town in Texas, near cattle pastures and crop fields, is the Nokona baseball glove factory. The family-owned 
business is now the only baseball glove manufacturer left in the U.S. While Nokona gloves are not as well known as some 
other major brands, Nokona does have a respected and established position in the youth baseball market. Listen to hear 
more about the last baseball glove factory in the United States of America. 

War Worsens Global Food 
Crisis 

The war in Ukraine is threatening to cause a crisis in global hunger. Ukraine is one of the world’s biggest producers of 
grain, which it exports to Africa, the Middle East, and other places around the world. The war in Ukraine has hampered 
the country’s ability to grow and harvest this important product, putting millions of people at risk. Listen to hear how 
Russia’s attack on Ukraine has disrupted food supply chains and caused widespread problems of hunger and 
displacement. 

Ecological challenges “Mount Recyclemore” 
Sculpture Made of Electronic 
Waste 

A striking sculpture set in the hills of Cornwall County, England, greeted the leaders who recently attended the G-7 
summit, a gathering of heads of the world’s wealthiest democracies. Mount Recyclemore depicts the faces of the seven 
leaders side-by-side - each created from discarded electronics. The artist based his work on Mount Rushmore, the 
massive rock carving of four U.S. presidents set in South Dakota, and he had a particular message to convey. Listen to 
hear the artist explain the idea behind his work, and learn how visitors responded to it. 

Climate Change Solutions 
Require Swift Action 

The most recent United Nations report on climate change highlights solutions to the crisis of the warming planet but says 
countries must act quickly. The report urges a fast shift to clean sources of energy and away from carbon-producing fossil 
fuels, and explains some of the tools available to accomplish that shift. Listen to hear a climate scientist respond to the 
report and explain why she believes it offers hope. 

Debate: Should Tourism to 
Threatened Places Be 
Restricted? 

As travel by train, plane, and ship has become more accessible, people are visiting all parts of the world, bringing many 
advantages. Tourists can learn about environments and cultures different from their own. Scientists can conduct studies 
that lead to better understanding and protection of the planet. Increased traffic to certain parts of the world, though, is 
causing harm. Listen to learn about the impact tourism and research are having on Antarctica and then debate: Should 
tourism to threatened places be restricted? 

Fighting Massive Wildfires The largest fire in California history is currently burning, breaking a record that another devastating fire set a mere eight 
months ago. Scientists, politicians, and firefighters are currently searching for a better way to handle these increasingly 
intense natural disasters. Listen to learn about some of their surprising solutions for wildfires. 

Students Protest Climate 
Change 

Students around the world have been skipping school to protest their governments’ lack of action on climate change. 
Now, this movement has come to the United States. American students are gathering together to demand that Congress 
take action to protect them from the effects of climate change. Listen to find out more about what students are asking of 
their government leaders and why. 
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Science and visions 
of the future 

Computer-Assisted 
Telepathy 

Being able to communicate with someone using only mind power is the stuff of science fiction, but it might not be so far off 
in the future. At the University of Washington, scientists have developed a system that supports a very basic form of 
computer-assisted telepathy, or thought-based communication. While this technology has many potential positive uses, 
there are some serious possible risks to consider. Listen to hear how the technology works and what it might mean for the 
future. 

Debate: Should We Make 
Changes to Human DNA? 

Scientists say that in the future they will be able to make modifications to human DNA that can be passed down to 
subsequent generations. These same scientists say that such genetic modifications should only occur in cases of serious 
disease or disability and must be tightly regulated. However, there is fear around the idea of scientists altering the course 
of evolution and creating “genetically superior” humans. Listen to learn more about developments in genetic modification 
and debate: Should we make changes to human DNA? 

Flying Cars If Uber and other transportation technology companies have their way, people who use ride-hailing apps will soon be able 
to order flying taxis. These futuristic vehicles would quickly transport passengers from location to location, traveling high 
above traffic on the ground. Listen to find out how and when the dream of flying cars may become a reality, and what 
issues need to be considered before then. 

Genetic Engineering is 
Controversial but May Stop 
Zika 

Scientists have come up with a new technique to modify the genes of plants, insects and animals. This “gene drive” 
technique may be able to stop the spread of diseases that insects carry, such as Malaria and Zika, but also has some 
dangers. For example, releasing genetically modified species could lead to an unbalanced ecosystem, destroy other 
species, or spread other diseases. Listen to the story to hear more about why this technique is controversial. 

Shakespeare 

 

Letters to Juliet William Shakespeare’s tragic romance of star crossed lovers, based on an Italian tale, graced stages in the 1590’s and 
continues to capture audiences and imagination today. Modern adaptations demonstrate the timelessness of this romantic 
tragedy. Juliet appeals so directly to people that they actually write to her! Listen to learn more about the Juliet Club and 
the 6,000 letters they receive a year. 

Pop-up Shakespeare Shakespeare was an English playwright and actor. Today his work is seen as culturally significant and serious. His plays 
are studied and reinterpreted in performances and movies, presenting a wide range of emotions and conflicts. A new 
interpretation of Shakespeare’s work is a lighter pop-up book. Two actors who perform Shakespeare’s works have 
partnered with an artist to create the book. They wanted to approach his work playfully and be inviting to all audiences. 
Listen to hear more about this new version of Shakespeare’s plays. 

Shakespeare in Every 
Country 

Shakespeare’s classic play Hamlet has been performed many hundreds of times since its original performance in 1609. In 
honor of Shakespeare’s 450th birthday, the touring company from the Globe Theater in England planned an ambitious 
tour, performing one of the bard’s greatest tragedies in every nation on Earth over two years. They chose the 
play Hamlet and performed it in 197 countries. Listen to learn how they planned to accomplish this monumental task, and 
what the world can learn from Hamlet.  

Who Wrote Shakespeare’s 
Plays? 

William Shakespeare is commonly considered one of western civilization's greatest playwrights. But a persistent debate 
continues to rage around his legacy. Did the man we know as William Shakespeare actually write all those poems and 
plays? This story features two Shakespearean actors who have come to doubt the author. Listen to learn more about the 
debate surrounding the authorship of Shakespeare's works. 
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Women in Shakespeare William Shakespeare is one of the most well-known playwrights in history. His stories of love, tragedy, comedy and history 
written in the late 1500s have transcended the centuries thanks to their timeless themes and complex characters. Author 
Tina Packer has tracked the development of Shakespeare’s female characters through his writing career and suggests 
that from “Romeo and Juliet” on, Shakespeare wrote unusually complex women for his time and should be considered a 
proto-feminist. Listen to learn more about the development of these female characters over his career. 

Update 1 

Ireland and Brexit 

Revitalizing Neglected Urban 
Spaces 

Landscape architect Walter Hood is famous for transforming worn out urban spaces into beautiful and useful places. The 
winner of a MacArthur Fellowship, also known as a “genius grant,” Hood researches the history of a neighborhood, talks 
to residents, and then incorporates their ideas into his designs. Listen to learn how Hood’s childhood memories influence 
his work and how he integrated a slave ship drawing into a museum design project. 

“Ulysses”: One Line at a 
Time 

The annual celebration to commemorate the works of Irish author James Joyce is called Bloomsday and is celebrated on 
June 16th. While many readers think Joyce’s writing is difficult to understand, Frank Delaney has started a weekly 
podcast about Joyce and Ulysses to help himself and other readers decipher Ulysses more easily. Delaney’s podcast 
includes a rap about the events in Ulysses, and he hopes it will continue to be produced for several years to come. Listen 
to hear more about James Joyce and Ulysses as well as more about Frank Delaney’s lengthy podcast project.  

Samuel Beckett’s Complex 
Life 

Playwright Samuel Beckett is known for his postmodernist, absurdist and dark comedy writing. His work, including his 
most famous play 'Waiting for Godot,' is hard to grasp initially but reflected the post World War II era and his own 
worldview. Beckett had a complex life as a man and a writer. Listen to learn more about Samuel Beckett’s life and his 
plays.  

Update 2 

Exploring urban and 
rural life 

Rural Doctor Tries to Bridge 
Cultural Divide 

Dr. Ayaz Virji moved to Dawson, Minnesota to help fill a need for doctors in rural America. At first, all was well, but during 
the 2016 election, the climate began to shift. As a Muslim, he no longer felt as welcome in Dawson, and he regularly faced 
discrimination. Virji decided to take action to help his community and others like it better understand and tolerate his faith 
and has since written a book about his experiences. Listen to hear Dr. Virji’s story and learn about his plans for the future. 

Choosing Not to Drive According to a new study, fewer and fewer Americans are getting their driver’s licenses and owning cars. This has been a 
young adult trend for a long time, but now older adults are driving less, too. People across age groups cite a variety of 
reasons for choosing other modes of transportation, especially in cities that offer public transportation and have 
ridesharing services. Listen to the story to hear more about why people are choosing not to drive and opting to get around 
in other ways instead. 

Debate: Can the U.S. Postal 
Service Be Saved? 

The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) is in trouble. Consumers are spending less money on mail, forcing the USPS to raise its 
prices to stay in business. At the same time, it is cutting costs by slowing mail delivery, upsetting customers and 
potentially making them even less likely to use mail service. Farmers and others who live in rural areas depend on the 
USPS for needed supplies, though. Many people believe post offices can reinvent themselves to better serve Americans 
today. Listen to hear more about changes within the USPS and then debate: Can the U.S. Postal Service be saved? 

Debate: What Role Should 
Government Play in 
Increasing Access to 
Affordable Housing? 

Affordable housing is become increasingly scarce in many cities around the country. Many low-income tenants often find 
themselves unable to pay their rent and at risk of eviction. Most tenants who fail to pay rent and are taken to court have 
no lawyer, while most landlords do. Some people believe this could be improved by providing free legal help to tenants. 
Listen to hear stories of people facing eviction and the struggle for affordable housing. Then debate whether the 
government should have a role in increasing affordable housing.  
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Trees Can Help Beat City 
Heat 

Low-income urban neighborhoods are often hotter than wealthier neighborhoods in the same city. This is problematic, 
especially during heat waves, when residents’ health and even their lives could be at risk. One of the reasons poorer 
areas get hotter is because they tend to have fewer trees. Listen to learn how trees keep communities cool and why they 
are more prevalent in some neighborhoods than others. 

 
 


