In depth

Before you read the story

1 Look at the cover. What's the story about?
[ think it’s about ...

1. ... acrazy party game or a picnic in the dark.
2. ... ghosts, monsters and cats in an attic.

3. ... an adventure with Ben and his friends.

4. ... Ben’s terrible dream.

5. ... how Ben and his friends find a burglar.

6. ... adangerous pirate on a ship.

7. Any other ideas?

2 Talk about the animals.
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In depth

1 Ben and his friends

1 Ben the bat has a really good life. He lives in the attic of
an old house and he loves his room. It’s a place where he
can be all alone. But he also has friends: Toby, the pigeon,
and Izzy, the owl. They love to play hide-and-seek in the

5 attic because there are lots of good places to hide there.
Ben often wins.

Toby is a funny pigeon. He loves food. He eats all the time
and makes a big mess. So it’s easy to find him in his hiding
place. It is also easy for an owl and a bat to play all night,

10 but not for a pigeon. Ben hears Toby snore and the noise
helps him to find his friend.

Izzy is very self-confident and thinks he’s the best.
He likes to clean his lovely, bright feathers and he hates
to hide in small places where it’s dark and maybe dirty.
15 This makes it very easy for Ben to find Izzy. Izzy is posh
and thinks he’s a star. ‘

hide-and-seek ['haid ond si:k] — Versteckspiel ¢ snore [sno:] — schnarchen
self-confident [self'konfidont] — selbstbewusst ¢ bright [brait] — hell ¢
maybe ['meibi] - vielleicht ¢ posh [pp[] — vornehm
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2 Alightin the dark

1 One night they were in the middle of a game. Suddenly
a very bright light came out of the drain cover on the
road near their house. The light sent sparks out into
the night. There was a scary crackling noise too.
“We must find out what it is,” decided Ben.
He found Toby under a box. “You can’t sleep
now. Come on!”
They found Izzy high up on the other side
of the attic. He was busy with his feathers, of
course. )
“There’s something out there, Izzy,” said T T ndow
slowly and looked out. As
they watched the light, its
colour started to go from white
';v to red, from red to blue, from blue
to green ... . The noise, the sparks and
the colourful lights suddenly made Ben
feel terrible. He shook all over. Toby was the

Ben. “Let’s/go!”

first to speak.

“I don’t know,” Izzy answered. “And I don’t want to
find out!” He wanted to go but Ben stopped him.
“Ouch, my feathers!” Izzy shouted. “Ben, let go!”

S But Ben didn’t answer. He looked out into the light.
[

Vo4 L

middle ['midl] — Mitte e suddenly ['sadenli] — plotzlich e light [lart] — slowly ['slovli] — langsam e as [ez] — als © feel/felt [fi:l/felt] — fiithlen/fiihlte
Licht e drain cover ['drain kave] — Gullydeckel e spark [spa:k] — Funke sich e shake[shook [fetk/fuk] — zittern |zitterte
crackling ['kraekliy] — knisternd ® up [Ap] — oben

Bat Action Time! Illustration: Marcus Wilder, Hamburg

6
’ g‘b Klett O©Ernst Klett Verlag GmbH, Stuttgart 2017 | www.klett.de | Alle Rechte vorbehalten Probeseite aus der Lektiire fiir Klasse 5 Autorin: Ulrike Beutel
ISBN: 978-3-12-548601-0




KIett

©Ernst Klett Verlag GmbH, Stuttgart 2017 | www.klett.de | Alle Rechte vorbehalten

3 An adventure

The light suddenly flashed very fast. The drain cover
opened a little and the three friends saw ... a pink claw!

Then a car went over the drain cover.

“Did you see that!? Did you see the claw?” cried Toby.
“Where is that thing now?”

“No idea,” said Ben. “But it’s time to find out!”

“Are you crazy?” said Izzy. “We can’t go down there!
It’s too dangerous. Toby, tell him!”

Toby didn’t like the idea: It was late and he was too
tired for any more activity. He wasn’t sure what to say.
“Err...I...well...uhm....”

“Listen, you two,” said Ben. “We can’t watch and wait
until morning, we must go down now! Or are you both too
scared for a little adventure?”

flash [flzef] — blinken © a little [a: 'lit]] — ein wenig/etwas . claw [Klo:] =

Klaue © cry/cried [kra/kraid] — schreien [schrie * down [daon] — hinunter ©

too [tu:] - zu
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spreizen

The three friends quickly found what they needed: warm
clothes, torches, ropes, food and water. Ben packed the
things alone as Izzy wasn’t much help. He was busy with
his clothes for the adventure.

“Hmm, this blue blazer, maybe?” he said. “What do
you think?”

“Izzy!” said Ben. “It’s not a fashion show! Help me find
Toby.”

They heard a crrrunch! crrrunch! And Ben went to
look behind the sofa.

“Toby?” he said. “What ...?”

“Er ...,” said Toby, a big biscuit stuck in his mouth.

In the end Ben, Toby and Izzy were at the window, ready
for their adventure.

“Let’s go,” Ben said as he flew off. Toby and Izzy looked
out into the night.

“Oh, well,” thought Toby, and flew off too. Izzy sighed
and spread his wings.

My, 7 [f éIu:] -
spread [spred] —
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