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Debate: Is College for
Everyone?

Debate: Should We Repeal
the Second Amendment?

Love and Care Across
Generations

g Green Line Oberstufe (2015)

A rising number of young people are opting to attend trade schools over college. College graduates are likely to earn
higher salaries, on average, than those who do not graduate from college, and to have jobs with benefits and security. For
many, a college education provides a broad base of knowledge that is useful over a lifetime. Demand for workers in
construction, car mechanics, and other trades, is rising, however, and people with these skills may earn as much or more
than college graduates. For those who like active, hands-on work, trade school may offer a more appealing path. Listen to
learn about the boom in skilled trade programs and then debate: Is college for everyone?

After recent mass shootings there has been a lot of talk about guns. In this country, it's hard to restrict guns because of
the Second Amendment. There is a large divide between people supporting gun rights and people supporting gun control.
The current politics in the United States do not support changing our Constitution, even after many mass shootings. But,
the Supreme Court has said that the individual right to bear arms may be regulated. Listen to this story and then debate:
Should we repeal the Second Amendment?

In many families and cultures it is common to have multiple generations living under one roof. This type of
multigenerational living arrangement is experiencing a resurgence in the United States as the baby boomer generation
ages. As families make decisions about how to care for their elders, some households expand and become
multigenerational. The Martin family of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania is one of these families. When David Martin’s
grandmother AnnaBelle Bowers, also known as “Snootzie,” needed care, he and his wife LaDonna decided to have her
come live with them. David, LaDonna and their two children have worked together to make this experience a good one.
Listen to learn how they balance their responsibilities across the generations.
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Young Adult Dystopia

John Calvin’s Puritanism and
U.S. Culture

Religion in Science Class

Britain Leaves the European
Union

Britain off the World Stage

Racism and British Royalty

Scotland Votes No to
Independence

The Power of Winston
Churchill’s Speeches

Dystopian fiction is tremendously popular with young people all over the US right now. Books like "The Hunger Games"
dominate bestseller lists for young people. But what is so appealing about this genre? This story features commentary
from teens themselves and from scholars who study the subject. Listen to find out why this genre has such an impact on
its audience.

John Calvin, one of the central figures in the Protestant reformation more than 500 years ago, has left an indelible mark
on American culture. Though we think of his theology as representing the most joyless version of Protestantism possible,
some of what we think about him now isn’t particularly accurate to who the man was and what he believed. Listen to find
out how one historian views Calvin’s legacy, and what more we can learn from his example.

The separation of church and state is part of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. It was intended to ensure
religious freedom. It's been debated and challenged for decades. Most recently, the debate centered around what role
religious beliefs should have on what students learn in biology class. Should schools teach evolution or intelligent design?
Or should schools note evolution is a theory? Listen to learn more about the first major legal challenge to a policy on how
to teach biology in Pennsylvania.

The United Kingdom (UK), which includes England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, has officially left the European
Union (EU), a partnership of 28 countries promoting peace and economic cooperation. Since the vote to exit the EU in
2016, known as “Brexit,” British leaders and citizens have struggled to determine what the move will mean for their
economy and way of life, including the freedom to work and travel easily throughout Europe. Listen to hear what Prime
Minister Boris Johnson says about Brexit now that it has finally happened, and why Brits across the country are reacting
with glee, dismay, and calls for action.

Great Britain has a long history as a global power. From colonies around the world to diplomatic leadership, Britain has
been a powerful leader through history. But the United Kingdom’s involvement and influence has waned in recent years.
Since Britain’s involvement in the military conflicts in Irag and Afghanistan, the British people and their politicians in
Parliament have withdrawn from the world stage and turned their attentions inward. Listen to learn more about the causes
and effects of Britain’s surprising absence from the world stage.

In a recent television interview, Prince Harry, grandson of Queen Elizabeth of England, and his wife, Meghan Markle,
aired their grievances against the British royal family. The couple spoke publicly for the first time since stepping back from
their royal duties a year ago. Meghan, who is biracial, objected to what she felt were racist comments from family
members as well as the palace’s insensitivity to her mental health needs. Listen to hear more about the young couple’s
disappointment with Buckingham Palace and why they chose to leave the royal life behind.

On Thursday Scottish citizens, 16 and above, turned out in record numbers to vote on the referendum on Scottish
independence from the United Kingdom. Scotland and England joined to become the United Kingdom of Britain in 1707.
Three-hundred and seven years later, 55% of Scottish voters voted No to independence and chose to remain in the
United Kingdom. But this does not mean the status quo will remain the same. British Prime Minister David Cameron has
promised Scots increased autonomy and decision making power over Scottish domestic policy. Listen to this public radio
story with your class and discuss what the vote means for the future of unified United Kingdom.

Winston Churchill, prime minister of Great Britain during World War I, was a master orator. His speeches were
painstakingly written, meticulously planned and seamlessly delivered. Churchill was given a Nobel Prize in Literature for
his powerful speeches and his other written works. Listen to learn more about the speeches that Churchill wrote and
delivered, and the effect they had on shaping World War II.

© Ernst Klett Verlag GmbH, Stuttgart 2023 | www.klett.de | Alle Rechte vorbehalten. Von dieser Druckvorlage ist die Vervielféltigung fiir den eigenen Unterrichtsgebrauch gestattet. Die Kopiergebiihren sind abgegolten. 2



Green Line Oberstufe (Ausgabe ab 2015) — Podcasts von Listenwise

9‘12 e Listenwise

Caste System in Modern Day

India

India-Pakistan Relations
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Teenager Cycles Across
India to Take Her Father
Home

Trouble between India and
Pakistan Dates Back to
Partition

Letters to Juliet

Shakespeare in Every
Country

Who Wrote Shakespeare’s
Plays?

The Caste systems plays a major role in Indian society. It a system that divides people into categories, giving privileges to
higher castes and denying them for lower castes. The family you are born into can determine your job, where you live,
and whom you marry. Even after discrimination based on the caste system was banned in the 1950s, it has certainly not
been forgotten. One woman born into the untouchable caste, the lowest caste in Indian society, moved to America and
became a subway conductor in New York. Listen to her story of discrimination and how the caste system still follows her.

The rivalry between India and Pakistan dates back to the partition of the former British colony in 1947. Lines were drawn
along religious lines. Pakistan was a region for Muslims and India a region for Hindus. More than 60 years later the
relationship remains tense. Listen to hear a story about partition from the perspective of India and learn about recent
events in India that have intensified the rivalry. This piece, told from the viewpoint of India, is a companion piece to the
audio story at the heart of the lesson Trouble between India and Pakistan Dates Back to Partition which focuses on
partition and the Pakistani perspective.

The demand for electricity in India is rising, but India relies on coal for the majority of their power. The hope of a new deal

with the United States is to help India transition from dirty coal to cleaner nuclear energy. U.S. companies will sell nuclear
technology to Indian power companies so they can transition to a cleaner energy source. This might be good for the earth,
but what about for security? Listen to learn about the pros and cons of this international energy deal.

A teen in India has become a celebrity after bicycling across the country carrying her dad. Fifteen-year-old Djoti made the
trip when she and her father found themselves close to starvation and desperate to return to their home village. Djoti rode
roughly 100 miles a day on a bicycle with no gears. Listen to hear the young athlete describe how she felt during the long
journey, and learn how sports officials responded to her incredible feat.

India and Pakistan have been in conflict since the British drew a line across India in 1947 that created two opposing
nations. Pakistan’s military focuses on preparing for a conflict with India, and its government teaches its citizens to fear
India. India and Pakistan have gone to war twice over the disputed region Kashmir that lies between them like a no-mans-
land. Listen to learn about the legacy of the 1947 partition.

William Shakespeare’s tragic romance of star crossed lovers, based on an Italian tale, graced stages in the 1590’s and
continues to capture audiences and imagination today. Modern adaptations demonstrate the timelessness of this romantic
tragedy. Juliet appeals so directly to people that they actually write to her! Listen to learn more about the Juliet Club and
the 6,000 letters they receive a year.

Shakespeare’s classic play Hamlet has been performed many hundreds of times since its original performance in 1609. In
honor of Shakespeare’s 450th birthday, the touring company from the Globe Theater in England planned an ambitious
tour, performing one of the bard’s greatest tragedies in every nation on Earth over two years. They chose the

play Hamlet and performed it in 197 countries. Listen to learn how they planned to accomplish this monumental task, and
what the world can learn from Hamlet.

William Shakespeare is commonly considered one of western civilization's greatest playwrights. But a persistent debate
continues to rage around his legacy. Did the man we know as William Shakespeare actually write all those poems and
plays? This story features two Shakespearean actors who have come to doubt the author. Listen to learn more about the
debate surrounding the authorship of Shakespeare's works.
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Women in Shakespeare

Fluency in Second Language
Recognized in Diploma

Saving the Hawaiian
Language

Slang Through The Ages

The Unsuccessful Quest For
A Universal Language

Debate: How Can the
Meaning of Art Be Changed?

How Art in the White House
Reflect America

William Shakespeare is one of the most well-known playwrights in history. His stories of love, tragedy, comedy and history
written in the late 1500s have transcended the centuries thanks to their timeless themes and complex characters. Author
Tina Packer has tracked the development of Shakespeare’s female characters through his writing career and suggests
that from “Romeo and Juliet” on, Shakespeare wrote unusually complex women for his time and should be considered a
proto-feminist. Listen to learn more about the development of these female characters over his career.

Some high schools give special recognition to students who can speak and read in two languages. At graduation, these
students receive a bi-literacy seal on their diplomas that recognizes not only test scores but also the value of learning two
languages. This distinction shows appreciation for cultural perspectives and celebrates diversity, along with making these
students ready to succeed in a global environment. Listen to learn more about this new movement to honor fluency in a
second language.

Hawaiian is a Polynesian language that has been spoken for centuries in the volcanic islands of Hawaii. The indigenous
Pacific Islanders living in Hawaii were prevented from speaking Hawaiian after the U.S. takeover in the late 1800s. By the
1970s, only about 50 people under the age of 18 still knew how to speak the native Hawaiian language. In recent years,
Hawaiian people concerned about losing their language and its cultural value have led a movement to revive the
language among younger generations. Listen to this story to hear about a Hawaiian language immersion school where
parents are learning along with their children in the hope of reconnecting with and preserving an important part of their
culture.

From accents to slang to dialect, people who speak English do not always sound the same. The way people speak
reflects a lot of different factors in their lives including region, race, class and education. Some slang is reflective of an
era. The word “groovy” will forever be linked to hippies, while other pronunciations reflect a longer history of language,
colonization and power. Listen to learn how the pronunciation of the word “ask” has changed over time, and how the black
community uses code-switching to adapt to their surroundings.

In the 17th century, people were determined to overcome communications barriers between the people of the world by
creating a universal language. Sir Isaac Newton is known for discovering gravity, but he was also the creator of the
“Newtonian” language. The language Newton created was never successful. The language of Esperanto was created in
the 1960 but also never caught on. Listen to learn more about invented languages and why they never became universal.

The sculpture ‘Fearless Girl,” is the name given to a statue that was placed directly in front of the famous Wall Street Bull
statue. The statue depicts the girl putting her hands on her hips and staring down the bull, symbolizing female possibility.
However, many feel the statue is an empty gesture and that it is condescending to represent womanhood with a cute
young girl. Some think it changes the meaning of the bull from a symbol of strength to a symbol of a villain. Listen to learn
more about the statue’s impact as well as the controversy surrounding it, then debate whether the meaning of art can be
changed.

When a new administration takes over the presidency, the first family has the right to make some decorative changes to
the White House, including changes to the art that hangs on the walls. The White House is an accredited museum, with a
committee of curators that work to select, obtain and pay for new pieces of art. Part of a White House curator's job is to
make decisions about how to make a collection that best represents the United States and its history. Listen to learn more
about the history of the art collection in the White House and how the curation works today.
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Debate: Is Leaking
Information Acceptable in
Some Cases?

Debate: Should Police Have
Access to School
Surveillance Cameras?

Facebook Hires Fact
Checkers for Fake News

Journalists Increasingly
Using Drones to Get Sneak
Peek at a Story

What Could Replace
Facebook?

Corals in the Great Barrier
Reef Struggle to Stay Alive

Outsourcing’s Ties to
Globalization

Significance of Time Zones

It is easier today for whistleblowers to leak confidential information to the press as a result of several new high-tech tools
for leaking. Using encrypted messaging apps and email services, ordinary people are now able to give anonymous tips to
news outlets. The Washington Post, New York Times and ProPublica have published guides that outline different options
for sending in anonymous tips. At the same time, technology is also allowing the government and law enforcement to
seize the personal information and communication history of whistleblowers and journalists. Listen to learn more about
these new tools and then debate: Do you believe leaks are criminal or is leaking information acceptable in some cases?

In Springfield, Massachusetts, police have been given access to surveillance camera footage taken inside and outside of
public school buildings, causing controversy in the community. School officials say the cameras will make schools safer
by allowing police to respond quickly to emergencies. Opponents say that police could misinterpret student behavior,
however, and unfairly target Black and brown students. Listen to hear school officials and community members express
their views and then debate: Should police have access to school surveillance cameras?

Fake news spreads quickly across the Internet resulting in fictional stories shared by millions of people. Facebook, one of
the largest social media networks, is trying to combat fake news by hiring journalists to uncover false stories shared
across its platform. One person hired to fact-check flagged posts spends her days filing reports that debunk stories shared
across Facebook. However, the communication between Facebook and the journalists lacks transparency and journalists
are asking for more help. Listen to learn about what is needed to combat fake news.

Drones are not just for military use anymore. They are being used by journalists to report stories. But this is raising some
privacy concerns.

Facebook is only 14 years old, but it's the dominant social network used by two-thirds of American adults. With news
about it sharing private information or spreading fake news, some are calling on users to boycott Facebook and turn to
other social networks. But which ones? Listen to this story to learn why Facebook is so dominant and how it would be very
difficult for any new social network to overtake Facebook’s popularity.

Earth’s largest living organism, the Great Barrier Reef, has had record losses of coral in the last few years. A team of
scientists estimate that an average of one-third of the corals along the entire Great Barrier Reef died between March and
November of 2016. The global rise in greenhouse gas emissions has made ocean temperatures rise and has contributed
to the number of coral that is dying, which is devastating for thousands of species that depend on the reef. Listen to hear
more details about the loss of coral and the causes.

Outsourcing happens when a company in the U.S. stops hiring American workers and hires workers in foreign countries
instead. The benefit for the U.S. company is that workers in other countries make much less money than American
workers, so the company saves money. In the early 2000s, more Americans began to protest against outsourcing
because it created unemployment in the U.S. This public radio story introduces a man who built a business around
helping companies outsource, and who stands by the practice despite its controversial aspects.

Time zones have reflected a changing world of politics, commerce and technology. This audio story explores the history of
time zones and the transition from local time to a global, coordinated standard time, which wasn’t always an easy
transition.
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Nadine Gordimer Fought
Apartheid with her Writings
About South Africa

Nelson Mandela’s Fight for
Freedom in South Africa

Slave Ship Discovered

King Charles I: Traitor and
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Republicans Target
Statehouses in Midterm
Elections

Making a T-shirt takes a lot of time, but it can be made cheaply. The origins of your T-shirts probably come from
Mississippi, where cotton is grown, and the shirts were probably spun in Indonesia. In this story, reporters track the
assembly of a T-shirt to Bangladesh and try to understand why that Asian country is currently “the cheapest place in the
world to make a T-shirt.” Bangladesh has established a specialization in garment production, and Bangladeshi garment
factories further specialize in the production of cotton garments. Listen to the story to learn how these factories manage to
undercut the prices of their competitors in other major garment producing countries and what the future may hold in store
for them.

In a small town in Texas, near cattle pastures and crop fields, is the Nokona baseball glove factory. The family-owned
business is now the only baseball glove manufacturer left in the U.S. While Nokona gloves are not as well known as some
other major brands, Nokona does have a respected and established position in the youth baseball market. Listen to hear
more about the last baseball glove factory in the United States of America.

Nadine Gordimer was a white South African who was also an observer of the everyday experience of 'Blacks under
Apartheid'. She wrote 15 novels including 'Lying Days,' 'A World of Strangers,' 'A Sport of Nature,' and 'The
Conservationist." She won the Nobel Prize in literature in 1991 and died in 2014 at the age of 90. Listen to learn more
about this influential writer.

Nelson Mandela was an inspiring leader, much like Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He confronted a
system of oppression and helped bring justice to the oppressed. Mandela was a young lawyer who became an activist in
the highly segregated South Africa. He spent nearly 30 years in prison for his activities. Upon his release, he was elected
as the nation’s first black African president. During his time in office, Mandela strove to heal a deeply wounded and fragile
nation. Listen to hear Mandela’s life story, told shortly after his death at age 95.

The journey of slaves from Africa to the New World has been well documented but very few artifacts from the time exist.
The founding director of the Smithsonian's African American Museum has been hunting for the remains of a slave ship for
years and has finally found one off the coast of South Africa. Listen to learn more about the discovery, the story behind
the boat and how the Smithsonian hopes to use parts of the boat in museum exhibits.

In the 17th Century, civil war gripped Great Britain. Over the course of the century, war and revolution would eventually
lead to the transformation of England into a constitutional monarchy in which the monarch was to share power with
Parliament, and the rights of the people would be legally protected. Along the way, England would experience political
turmoil and incredible amounts of bloodshed. Part of this story is the trial and execution of King Charles I. Listen to the
story of Charles I's trial and execution, the motivations of the men behind it, and the important legacy it left behind.

Many voters do not realize the importance of state elections and therefore do not pay as close attention to candidates for
state office as they do to those for federal office. Governors and state representatives make many decisions that affect
people’s daily lives, such as how money will be spent on schools and roads, and often these state politicians move on to
national leadership positions. Listen to hear how campaign leaders from both major political parties are working to try to
gain or hold power in these influential midterm races.
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Climate Change and Human
Migration

Immigration Policy Then and
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Podcasts About Her Cultural
Identity

Reconsidering the “Hispanic”
Label

Free Speech Limited in Hong
Kong

Ping-Pong Diplomacy 50
Years Later

Renowned author Khaled Hosseini, who wrote The Kite Runner and other novels about Afghanistan, has written a new

short illustrated book called Sea Prayer about the Syrian refugee crisis. The book takes the form of a letter from a father
to a son, describing his memories of their homeland before war forced them to leave. Listen to the author read excerpts
and explain why he wrote the book.

Migration has been a huge part of human history. Experts agree that early humans started out in Africa and began to
migrate out of Africa to different parts of Europe and Asia around 100,000 years ago. This migration occurred in waves,
but we don’t know why early humans left Africa. Recent research supports the theory that climate change may have been
the force that drove early humans out. Scientists have shown a correlation between changes in dust, buried pollen, and
coral and periods in early human history of migration. As early humans looked for new food sources, the research
indicates, they began to relocate. Listen to hear more about what may have caused humans to migrate.

The United States is a nation of immigrants. European immigrants in the late 1800s populated our nation and were
granted citizenship upon entry. The immigration system has changed dramatically since, and America’s borders are no
longer open to all. Hostility towards immigrants has led to a crackdown on illegal immigration in various states. Arizona’s
Support Our Law Enforcement and Safe Neighborhood Act, commonly known as SB 1070, was passed in 2010 and
became the strictest anti-immigration measure in recent history. Listen to learn how this law has impacted Arizona and its
immigrants.

Kriti Sarav, a 16-year-old from Chicago, won the high school prize for NPR's Student Podcast Challenge in 2021. Her
winning podcast, which she created all by herself, discusses her life growing up Indian American. She recalls some of the
many messages she has received that she is different and explains their impact on her over time. Listen to hear Sarav tell
her story and find out how she helps herself and others feel proud and strong.

National Hispanic Heritage Month is a time to celebrate the histories, cultures, and contributions of Americans with origins
in countries once under Spanish influence. The term “Hispanic” was added to the U.S. census to identify members of a
diverse group of people with common interests. However, some people feel the term is problematic because of its
connection to Spanish colonialism. Many prefer the term “Latino,” while others like to be identified by their national
heritage. Listen to hear a journalist explain various preferences for naming ethnic identity and what they mean to people.

After many years of British rule, Hong Kong, a peninsula and islands jutting out from China’s southern coast, was returned
to China in 1997. The Chinese government agreed that for the next 50 years, the residents of Hong Kong could continue
to embrace capitalism and enjoy democratic freedoms, a sharp contrast to repressive conditions in mainland China.
Recently, though, the Chinese government reversed its promises and began to restrict the legal rights of Hong Kong
citizens, prompting protests and, in response, a government crackdown. Listen to a reporter describe how Chinese
authorities have repressed basic freedoms in Hong Kong and transformed the daily lives of its residents.

The U.S. and China have a long history of mistrust and competition. In 1971, though, an unusual situation helped thaw
this chilly relationship. At the invitation of China’s communist leader, Mao Zedong, the U.S. Olympic table tennis team
visited China for a 10-day tour and tournament. The widely publicized visit sparked a process that eventually allowed
President Richard Nixon to accomplish one of his top priorities — opening dialogue with China. Listen to learn how Ping-
Pong Diplomacy influenced the relationship between the U.S. and China and where that relationship stands 50 years
later.
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Debate: Is Pluralism Still an
American ldeal?

Memoir of an Undocumented
Immigrant

NFL Ruling on Kneeling

New Immigrants and Ellis
Island Today

Students March Against Gun
Violence

Teens in Agriculture

The European Union is a political and economic partnership of 28 countries that’s been in place for more than four
decades. In what has been named “Brexit,” the United Kingdom voted by a slim margin to exit the EU. The Prime Minister,
David Cameron, campaigned to stay in the EU and stated that leaving would be disastrous for Britain. He is now
announcing his resignation. Those who voted to leave the EU stated resentment about immigration, as well as economic
and cultural costs of belonging to the EU. Listen to hear more about the economic repercussions as well as political
effects of this decision.

A black state representative from Oregon was going door-to-door to speak with the voters she represents in her district

when one of the neighborhood residents called the police. The resident thought the state representative was suspicious
for knocking on doors, likely because of her race. Listen to find out how the state representative responded to the police
and hear what she thinks can be done to make situations like these better in the future.

The motto of the United States of America, “E Pluribus Unum,” meaning “Out of Many, One,” represents an ideal as old as
the nation. A recent study investigated how people currently feel about living in a pluralistic society, side-by-side with
those who are different from them. The study found that large numbers of Americans reported having little contact with
people of different religions, races, or political beliefs. Listen to a reporter involved in the study discuss the poll results and
then debate: Is pluralism still an American ideal?

Jose Antonio Vargas is an award-winning author who arrived in the U.S. as a young boy. Like thousands of other
immigrants, his parents brought him into the country illegally in pursuit of the American Dream. In this audio story, Vargas
explains how he found out his family’s secret and why he decided to tell the world he is undocumented. The story
examines why America is seen as an ideal country for opportunity for thousands of people around the world and why
some people send their children alone to the U.S. in pursuit of the American Dream.

In 2016, professional football player Colin Kaepernick knelt during the national anthem before a game in order to protest
social inequality and police treatment of minorities. Since then, some football players have continued to kneel during the
national anthem, prompting reactions from fans, fellow players, the NFL, team owners, and even President Trump. The
NFL recently decided that no players will be allowed to kneel during the national anthem. The football players’ union is
unhappy with this decision. Listen to learn more about the NFL’s ruling.

During the late 19th and early 20th century, Ellis Island in New York City was the first stop for millions of immigrants
entering the United States. The facility became a symbol of America’s history as a society built by immigrants. Today, Ellis
Island is a museum that tells just one part of the story of American immigration. Listen to hear the experience of how
immigrants arrived at Ellis Island and how the museum remains relevant to people coming to the United States today.

Sparked by outrage over the Parkland, Florida school shooting, hundreds of thousands of demonstrators marched in
Washington, D.C. to demand gun regulation in an event called "March for Our Lives." It was one of the biggest rallies for
gun control ever and over a million people marched in cities across America and around the globe. The survivors of the
Parkland shooting helped organize the events and spoke at several rallies. Listen to hear the reactions of people who
attended the rally to push for changes in gun laws.

In Texas, vast expanses of farmland have been converted to urban land over the last several decades. As farmland
changed to cityscapes, children growing up in these areas have had fewer and fewer opportunities to interact with nature.
This audio story follows several students in East Dallas as they experience life on a Texas farm. Listen to find out more
about how the urban students responded to working with animals, and how the experience has influenced them.
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Sculpture Made of Electronic
Waste

Creating Urban Habitats for
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Tiny Plastics Everywhere

Debate: Should Children Play
with Electronic Toys that
Collect Data?

Debate: Should We Make
Changes to Human DNA?

Fordlandia: Failed Jungle
Utopia

Playwright Samuel Beckett is known for his postmodernist, absurdist and dark comedy writing. His work, including his
most famous play "Waiting for Godot,' is hard to grasp initially but reflected the post World War Il era and his own
worldview. Beckett had a complex life as a man and a writer. Listen to learn more about Samuel Beckett's life and his

plays.

A striking sculpture set in the hills of Cornwall County, England, greeted the leaders who recently attended the G-7
summit, a gathering of heads of the world’s wealthiest democracies. Mount Recyclemore depicts the faces of the seven
leaders side-by-side - each created from discarded electronics. The artist based his work on Mount Rushmore, the
massive rock carving of four U.S. presidents set in South Dakota, and he had a particular message to convey. Listen to
hear the artist explain the idea behind his work, and learn how visitors responded to it.

Monarch butterflies are in danger. In addition to their beauty, monarchs contribute to the ecosystem by pollinating
wildflowers and by providing food for birds, small mammals, and insects. However, monarch caterpillars depend on the
milkweed plant for food and there are fewer and fewer milkweeds for them to eat. Listen to hear what conservation
scientists recommend as a solution to this problem that many people can help to put into action.

As travel by train, plane, and ship has become more accessible, people are visiting all parts of the world, bringing many
advantages. Tourists can learn about environments and cultures different from their own. Scientists can conduct studies
that lead to better understanding and protection of the planet. Increased traffic to certain parts of the world, though, is
causing harm. Listen to learn about the impact tourism and research are having on Antarctica and then debate: Should
tourism to threatened places be restricted?

When plastic is thrown away, it crumbles into tiny pieces, known as microplastics. These small bits of plastic, less than 5
millimeters (or 0.2 inches) in size, are polluting rivers, lakes, oceans, and even soil. Scientists are studying how
microplastics find their way into the ecosystem and what happens when they do. Listen to hear what research ecologists
are doing to learn more about how microplastic waste may be affecting us and our world.

Electronic toys for children have existed since the 1950s. However, new toys are causing privacy concerns for parents as
well as politicians. A new device called Aristotle was created to help children by learning their behavior and providing
soothing responses. But after many parents expressed concern about the amount of information the toy would be
collecting, the manufacturer stopped production. Listen to learn more about this invention and then debate: Should
children play with electronic toys that collect data?

Scientists say that in the future they will be able to make modifications to human DNA that can be passed down to
subsequent generations. These same scientists say that such genetic modifications should only occur in cases of serious
disease or disability and must be tightly regulated. However, there is fear around the idea of scientists altering the course
of evolution and creating “genetically superior” humans. Listen to learn more about developments in genetic modification
and debate: Should we make changes to human DNA?

In 1927, the automotive pioneer Henry Ford took his pioneering spirit in a new direction--to the jungles of the Amazon in
Brazil. He built a fully functioning factory town in the middle of the Brazilian jungle, and called it Fordlandia. Fordlandia’s
primary intention was to harvest rubber for Ford tires. But Ford also wanted create a kind of utopia, an experimental
“ideal” community. Ford’s experimental plantation eventually failed, leaving it a forgotten ruin. Listen to learn more about
the challenges Fordlandia faced and the ultimate reasons for its failure.
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Safety and Security 20 Years
After 9/11

Equality for Women

Few Women in Engineering
due to Gender Gap

Gender and Diversity in
Comics

Debate: Should Doctors
Separate Conjoined Twins to
Save One?

Debate: Would You Risk
Arrest for Something You
Believe In?

Saving Literary Masterpieces

The September 11, 2001 attacks on New York’s World Trade Center shattered America’s collective sense of safety. The
U.S. government responded to the terror with a series of actions that reduced certain threats to the nation’s security, but
also led to unintended consequences, including the further spread of anti-American extremism. From the invasion of
Afghanistan to the war in Irag and beyond, the United States has seen both the benefits and costs of its power and global
reach. Listen to hear experts in national security assess America’s safety 20 years after the 9/11 attacks.

In 1995, the United Nations held the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China to focus on issues of gender
equity. Twenty years later, the UN has released a report about the status of women in the world today. From areas of
progress to inequities that remain, listen to learn more about the findings in the report.

Olin College in Massachusetts has one of the largest student populations of female engineers, which is rare because so
few women go into the sciences. There is a documented gender and confidence gap for female engineers, but students
think it can be closed by reaching girls at an earlier age. Listen to this radio story to find out how schools are fixing this
problem.

There is a push in the comics industry to introduce characters that are diverse in race, gender, and sexual orientation. A
large motivator for this change is the belief that children from diverse backgrounds deserve to see people in heroic roles
that look like them and/or share their gender or sexual orientation. As a result, major comic publishers, such as Marvel,
are introducing more characters that are people of color, female, and LGBTQ. Listen to learn more about the growing
diversity in comic book characters and the controversies surrounding it.

Doctors faced an ethical dilemma recently in a case of conjoined twins. They had separate heads and torsos, but they
were connected at the abdomen and the pelvis. They shared a liver and a bladder and other organs, and had just three
legs in all. One of the twins had heart and lung disease so serious that she was likely to die soon, and as a result, her
sister would die in the process. Listen to hear how doctors discussed what to do in this situation and then debate: Should
doctors separate conjoined twins to save one of them?

China has passed a new law that states people who protest its national anthem can face prison time. In places like Hong
Kong, this law has sparked outrage. They believe that by singing the anthem, they are giving in to China's rule and lack of
free speech. Legislators in Hong Kong are facing the dilemma of how they will enforce the new law, especially when
masses of people refuse to sing the anthem, such as at a sports event. Listen to learn how those who oppose the law
plan to get around it and then debate: Would you risk arrest for something you believe in?

Franz Kafka worked at an insurance company and wrote in his spare time. He asked that all his personal papers,
including literary manuscripts be burned when he died. After Kafka’s death, his friend and literary executor Max Brod
ignored Kafka’s wishes and published many of his manuscripts. The Trial, a novel about law, justice and the arrest and
prosecution of a man for an unknown crime, was one of these manuscripts. Other people face similar decisions around
respecting the wishes of an artist or writer by destroying their work. Listen to a conversation with an ethicist as he
discusses the implications of this debate through a modern day example.
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British Loyalists After the
Revolutionary War

Great Negro Revolt

Nigerian Author Chinua
Achebe

13 Reasons Why Not

A Good or Bad Apology

Why Some Teens Join
Fringe Groups

Changes to the Grange:
Fraternal Organization for
Farmers

During the American Revolution, colonists were not in agreement as to whether or not to stay united with the British
Empire or to support the movement for independence. Throughout the war, many colonists elected to pledge their support
to the British. They were called loyalists. All throughout the colonies, especially in the south, there were flare ups of
violence between supporters of independence, often referred to as patriots, and loyalists. When the war came to an end,
loyalists were faced with difficult choices. In the United States, they were looked upon as traitors and losers. Fearing
violence, many loyalists wound up fleeing the colonies for other parts of the British Empire. This audio story looks at what
happened to British loyalists.

In 1741, New York City was shaken by an uprising led by African slaves. New York was a British colony and had a very
large slave population. After a series of fires burned homes in Manhattan, including the Governor’s house, many black
slaves were imprisoned, hanged, or burned. There was a great fear that slaves were conspiring against their owners.
Listen to hear about the history of the revolt and what the revolt of 1741 can tell us about society today.

Nigerian author Chinua Achebe published the novel "Things Fall Apart" in 1958. His story of a Nigerian man whose village
and culture are overtaken by British colonial forces in the 1890s sold millions of copies and was translated into 50
languages. The novel was one of the first bestsellers written by an African author as African nations gained independence
from European rulers. It was also one of the first works to tell the story of colonialism from an African perspective. Listen
to this radio story to hear about the author’s lasting influence on writers and literature.

In response to the popular, yet controversial Netflix show “13 Reasons Why,” one school began sharing some personal
stories from students struggling with suicidal thoughts. Instead of sharing the reasons why someone might make the
choice to end their life, however, they shared messages of hope and positive influences on the lives of its students. Listen
to hear those stories and how they impacted the students at the school.

Everyone makes mistakes they need to apologize for in order to repair their relationships. Public figures like politicians
and celebrities also have to say sorry publicly for inappropriate behavior, as we have seen more often recently. However,
not all apologies are created equal. A few key elements make some much more successful than others. An expert in
dispute resolution explains what makes for an effective apology in the digital age. He also discusses how cultural
differences and other circumstances affect the way you should ask for forgiveness. Listen to learn how to tell a good
apology from a bad apology.

Some adolescents in America can be influenced by ISIS recruiting groups. These groups exploit the teen’s sense of duty,
religious obligation, or desire to belong to a group. Vulnerable high school students might be convinced that they need to
go to Syria to fight with ISIS against the Syrian regime. One experimental rehabilitation program has been established to

help young people who have been recruited by ISIS understand how they were targeted. Listen to learn one teen’s story

and how this new rehab program worked for him.

A dominant theme in the study of American History is reform, with individuals and organizations pushing back against big
moneyed interests and protecting the rights and power of the people. The Grange, an organization founded after the Civil
War, is one of those organizations. The Grange was founded as a fraternal organization made up of farmers interested in
protecting local agriculture from the rising costs of independent farming. Over time, the power of the Grange has declined.
This audio story explores the history of the Grange and some of the issues the national Grange faces today as new
members try to steer it in a new direction.
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Debate: Should Electric
Scooter Rentals Be Allowed
In Cities?

Girls Play War Games

Bread and Roses Strike

Debate: Should a Basic
Income be Guaranteed?

Electric scooters are becoming increasingly popular in big cities where traffic is congested and public transportation can
be unreliable. Some companies are offering electric scooters that can be unlocked via mobile app, ridden, and dropped off
anywhere in the city. This may be convenient for some people, but it can be hazardous for others. Listen to this story to
learn about the controversy caused by electric scooters and debate: Should electric scooter rentals be allowed in cities?

Women make up 14% of the U.S. military. In an effort to interest more girls in the military and national security, the non-
profit group Girl Security invited a group of young women to play a “war game.” In this exercise, the girls had to role-play
two sides in a difficult and complex military conflict. Listen to learn how they played the game and how the experience
affected them.

The two-month Bread and Roses strike of 1912 carried out by textile factory workers in Lawrence, Massachusetts marked
the beginning of the labor movement. The workers, made up overwhelmingly of immigrant women and children, walked off
the jobs they had risked everything to travel to America to take. This public radio story looks back at the strike and what
themes resonate today.

A city in California is experimenting with a new program in which it will give certain poor citizens $500 a month. Unlike
other types of assistance, this money won’t come with any requirements or conditions. It's what’s called a “guaranteed
basic income,” a system other countries like Finland and Kenya have tried. Listen to hear the city’s mayor describe his
vision for the program.
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